
 

 

 

REQUIRED FORMS TO RETURN CHECKLIST 

Please make sure all the forms on this list are returned to your child’s teacher in the envelope this packet 
came in, with your child’s name clearly printed on it.   

 
! Emergency Form – 1 per student            

    
! Computer Acceptable Use Policy – 1 per student         

 
! Media Release Form – 1 per student           LOOK FOR THIS: 

 
! E-Communications Sign-up Form 

 
! Annual Giving Campaign Form – 1 per student  

 
! Volunteer Sign-up Form  

 
! Free & Reduced Lunch Application – available in the office for new students or at 

www.applyforlunch.com (Note: Completing this application ensures that we continue to receive         
$100,000 in Title I funding each year.  If less than 51% of students are identified as Title I, we will                          
not receive this funding.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 



 





 



 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

7450 Hawthorn Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90046 323.876.4710 
Michael Rosner, Principal 
michael.rosner@lausd.net 

www.gardnerstreetschool.org 
 

School Hours 
School hours are from 8:15am – 2:43pm, with an early 1:43 pm dismissal every Tuesday to allow for 
teachers’ professional development.  Supervision on the yard begins at 7:45 am; please do not drop your 
child off prior to this time.  The instruction bell will ring at 8:20am.  Promptness and regular attendance 
habits are important factors in student achievement levels. 
 
After School Programs 
There are four different after school programs available to students this year: 

• Beyond the Bell (free; grades 2-6) 
• STAR Galaxy 4 (free; grades K-6) 
• STAR Galaxy (fee based program; grades K-6) 
• STAR Nova (fee based enrichment classes; grades K-6) 

 
After school care is available until 6pm.   Kindergarten students enrolled in after school programs will be 
picked up at their classrooms, other students will meet at the outdoor lunch pavilion. Please visit 
www.gardnerstreetschool.org and click on “Parent Info” for more information about each of these options 
or contact STAR Director John Gaxiola at johng@starinc.org. 
 
Safety and Security 
Gardner Street School is locked during school hours. You must be buzzed in at the front entrance on 
Hawthorne Ave to be admitted during those hours and you MUST CHECK IN at the main office to obtain a 
visitor’s pass.   
 
Only persons named on your student’s Emergency Card may pick up your student from school.  If you are 
picking up your student from school during school hours you must come to the office, complete the 
appropriate paperwork and take the necessary forms with you when you retrieve your child from their 
classroom. 
 
All volunteers must fill out a volunteer application and get a TB test before volunteering time in the 
classroom. 
 
The school has a detailed plan in case of emergencies and drills are conducted periodically throughout 
the year. Visit our site and click on “Parent Info” for more information on school safety. 
 
Parking & Pick-Up / Drop-Off  
Parking lots at school are for staff only, please do not use them to drop off or pick up children. 
There is plenty of street parking around school. Please be sure to observe posted signs regarding loading 
zones (you will be ticketed if you leave your car unattended), street cleaning (Mondays and Tuesdays), 
and time limits (most streets are two hour parking).   
 
(continued on other side) 
 
 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION (cont.) 
 
Please drive safely and be aware of other children and families who are walking in our neighborhood. 
 
Please be considerate of our neighbors – do not block driveways, park in red zones or move trashcans 
onto the curb. 
 
Our Stop & Drop service allows children to be dropped off at the playground or in front of the school and 
be safely attended to as they exit the car. Stop & Drop operates during the following times: 

• Gardner St gate – 7:45am to 8:15am 
• Hawthorn Ave gate – 7:45am to 8:15am 

Please note that the Vista St gate will no longer be open for drop off or pick up. 

We need parents throughout the year to staff our Stop & Drop service.  Please contact our Stop & Drop 
Coordinator Ani Pereira-Sekhon (bernadettepereira@gmail.com) if you can help. 
 
Tardiness and Absences 
Students who arrive after 8:20am must come directly to the main office to receive a tardy slip.  Parents of 
pre-schoolers and kindergartners may escort their child to class.  1st-6th graders will be assisted to class by 
school personnel.  Parents must submit a note of explanation to their teacher when their child is tardy or 
absent in order to be cleared in our computer system.  Please inform us of any issues that may affect your 
child’s attendance, including chronic health conditions. 
 
Homework Policy 
Students should spend ten minutes per grade level on homework four times per week (e.g. a 2nd grader 
would spend twenty minutes on homework four times per week).  In addition, students should be read to 
and/or read independently a mix of fiction and non-fiction every night. 
 
Dress Code 
Students should dress sensibly – school days will include, amongst other activities, p.e., gardening and art 
class.  Students should wear closed toed shoes, please no open toed sandals or flip-flops. 
 
Student Meals 
Breakfast is provided free of charge to all students who want it. 
 
Your child may qualify for a free or reduced price lunch. Even if you do not intend to have your child 
participate in the program, please fill out the application at www.applyforlunch.com/application. 
You may either purchase lunch or send a lunch with your child.  Lunch, including milk is $1.50, and you can 
send lunch money with your student in whatever amount you wish to be credited to their account or pre-
pay for meals using the My Payments Plus website.   
 
Resolving Conflicts 
Situations or conflicts may arise at our school and students are always encouraged to seek the counsel of 
a teacher or administrator – including Principal Rosner and Coordinator Lali Oustinovskaya – to help work 
through these conflicts.    

Our school is partnered with Cedars-Sinai’s Share and Care counseling program to help students discuss 
and deal with emotionally stressful situations.  With parent’s permission, the school may refer students to 
the program or parents may request a referral.  

 



 

 

E-COMMUNICATIONS SIGN-UP 

Make sure you receive of all the school’s important updates AND have access to your classroom’s 
Shutterfly site – a wonderful way to stay connected, view class pictures and receive weekly emails from 
your Room Parent about class work, homework and all things Gardner. 

Please return this form (and write legibly!) or e-mail rebeccajarce@gmail.com with the information 
requested below.   

 

Student 1: _____________________________________________Grade: _______________ 

Room: _______________ Teacher: _____________________________________________ 

Student 2: _____________________________________________Grade: _______________ 

Room: _______________ Teacher: _____________________________________________ 

Student 3: _____________________________________________Grade: _______________ 

Room: _______________ Teacher: _____________________________________________ 

Parent 1: __________________________________________________________________  

Email: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Parent 2: _________________________________________________________________   

Email: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Hello Gardner Street Families, 

As you know, parent involvement and participation are a big part of our culture and vitally important to the 
success of our school. My fellow Friends of Gardner (FoG) board members and I are excited to welcome 
all of our new and returning families to our Gardner Street School community.   

We’ve spent the spring and summer getting ready for another great year of fundraising and community 
building–we’re implementing new strategies that aim to streamline communications and improve the 
giving process so all families will be inspired to contribute and get more involved.  

Thanks to your financial support, FoG is able to fund students’ twice weekly music and P.E. instruction, 
materials and resources in their weekly Art Studio classes, and their 12 week edible garden based STEM 
program.  This year our goal is to raise $95,000 to make sure we can still provide these essential 
programs to our children. 

Our Annual Giving Campaign is our single largest fundraiser and participation keeps rising every year.  
Our hope this year is for EVERY FAMILY to give at a level that is comfortable for them.  Our ask of $250 
per child ($25 a month) is a fraction of the $1000 and up that other public and charter schools request and 
a far cry from the $20,000-40,000 cost of private school tuition. 

The FoG Board and I are committed to working hard to make sure that your child gets a quality education.  
In return, we’re asking you to commit to helping ensure our success by giving as generously as you can 
and making your pledge today!  

We’re all working toward the same goal—when we work together, we will get it done. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Arce 

Chair, Friends of Gardner 

P.S. Join us at our first meeting of the year Friday, August 21 at 8:30am in the library.  Dates for all of our 
fundraising events and upcoming meetings can be found on the enclosed calendar and at 
www.gardnerstreetschool.org. 

 

 

 



 

 

HOW WILL MY DONATION BE SPENT (& other Frequently Asked Questions)  

We all want our kids to receive an exceptional education and the programs below are a crucial part of the 
educational experience – these programs would not be possible without your donation. 

Music Program – In twice weekly music lessons, students build musical knowledge by learning 
traditional skills like note reading, rhythm, and beat while engaging in movement and self-expression. 
Kids develop not only an appreciation for music, but social skills like self-discipline, concentration and 
perseverance. Our music teacher, whose salary is paid by FoG, also directs our wonderful winter and 
spring music concerts. 

Physical Education Program – In addition to regular recess time with their classroom teacher, every 
child has P.E. with our Coach – whose salary is paid by FoG – twice a week.  Fun and exciting activities 
that vary by grade level develop motor skills and hand-eye coordination while teaching teamwork and 
building confidence. A year end “Gardner Olympics” is a festive way to celebrate kids’ achievements. 
 
Art Studio Program – Our dedicated art studio space provides a creative environment where students 
explore and grow. Weekly classes focus on a blend of creative expression and technical skill building. 
Students are encouraged to talk about their ideas and inspirations as they are exposed to a variety of 
techniques and media - all while gaining confidence in their own abilities – using materials and 
resources paid for by FoG. 
 
Farm to Fork Edible Garden Program – Farm to Fork is open year round to all students in addition to 
being the site of a 12 week garden-based academic program paid for by FoG in which students learn 
to grow, harvest and prepare food.  All lessons in the garden are developed to complement the kids’ 
studies in science, math, language arts and nutrition. 

 
Why should I donate? Public school is supposed to be free.  
Unfortunately, public education in California has changed greatly since many of us attended school and 
the funding provided by the state is inadequate for the kinds of programs necessary to provide the well-
balanced education we desire for our children. Schools are faced with a significant reduction in the 
resources used to provide a quality education, leaving it up to us parents to help fill in the gaps.  
 
Why shouldn’t I just switch to another school?  
All California public schools have been affected by the budget crisis. To maintain a quality education for 
their students, schools and school districts are relying on sources other than the state. Many high- 
performing public schools and charter schools in our immediate area ask for a $1000-$2000 per year/per 
student donation. 
 
Why is this burden being put on parents – aren’t there other ways to raise money?  
There is a group of parents hard at work reaching out to the community for donations and grants and we 
hope to raise funds from community members as well. However, budgets being what they are we must 
rely on both parents and the community.  
 
I want to contribute but I can’t pay it all at once. What should I do?  
We are completely flexible and can accommodate your financial situation. If you can’t write a lump sum 
check, we are able to set up a payment schedule for the remaining months of the school year.  



 

 

 

WAYS TO GIVE AND GET INVOLVED! 

GIVE TO OUR ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN 
Our school relies on these funds to pay for the amazing music, garden, art and p.e. programs that our kids 
have on a weekly (or twice weekly!) basis. It’s simple to set up a payment plan throughout the year. Please 
fill out the pledge form in this packet or pay securely online at www.gardnerstreetschool.org/donate-now/. 
 
GIVE AN EXTRA DONATION IF YOU CAN OR USE MATCHING FUNDS 
If you have the means to contribute more than the suggested amount it would be greatly appreciated and 
extremely helpful for families who may not be able to give as much.  Some employers offer to match 
donations at no extra cost to you.   
 
VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME TO OUR SCHOOL 
You can get involved with various committees on campus or help out on one of our beautification days. If 
you have an extra hour in the morning after drop off, or any other extra time, check in with your teacher to 
see if they need any extra help.  
 
VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME TO OUR FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
There are key fundraisers throughout the year that depend on the work and dedication of our parents in 
order to be successful.  These events are always a great way for parents and kids to come together and 
work as a community.  If you have specific expertise or just want to lend a hand, let us know! Our major 
fundraisers are:   

• Annual Giving Campaign 
• Halloween Carnival 
• Walk-a-thon 
• Spring Carnival 

SIGN UP FOR OUR “COMMUNITY CASH” MERCHANT REWARDS PROGRAMS 
You can earn money for our school when shopping at Ralphs, Target and on Amazon.com.  Bring in Box 
Tops or sign up to receive fresh produce delivery through Farm Fresh to You – to find out more visit 
gardnerstreetschool.org and click “Get Involved”. 
 
USE YOUR CONNECTIONS 
Do you work with a vendor that can donate food or beverages to an event?  Do you frequent a local 
business that would like to become a sponsor? Think about all the connections you have and reach out 
and see if they can help.  Contact us if you have connections ready to help out. 
 
BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY TO “BEAUTIFICATION DAYS” AND PITCH IN 
On a couple of days each year, we encourage all our families to come show our school some love.  
Whether you are digging in the garden or wielding a paintbrush, it’s always fun when more people get 
involved. 
 
COME TO SCHOOL MEETINGS, BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHTS AND OPEN HOUSE 
Attending meetings is important, it is an opportunity to hear directly from our Principal about our school.  
You can ask questions, voice your opinion and make suggestions on how to better our school. 
 



(continued on other side) 
 

WAYS TO GIVE AND GET INVOLVED (cont.) 

GET OTHER PARENTS INVOLVED 
Talk about upcoming events, rally for people to attend or ask other people for help on a project you’re 
leading.  It’s more fun when everyone helps out. 
 
COME TO FAMILY DINNER NIGHTS 
Take a break from cooking - join other Gardner Street School families and eat, socialize and have fun.  
Participating restaurants will give a portion of these proceeds back to FoG – plus the kids always have fun! 
 
FILL OUT THE ATTACHED PARENT VOLUNTEER FORM 
Take a minute to digest all of this information and remember that you don’t have to do it all! The more 
people that pitch in, the easier it is for everyone.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact  
Rebecca Arce at friendsofgardner@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GARDNER STREET SCHOOL AND FRIENDS OF GARDNER COMMITTEE 
DESCRIPTIONS 

Below are descriptions of our fundraising and school committees.  Choose one (or more!) and get 
involved! 

FOG FUNDRAISING COMMITTEES 

Annual Giving Campaign – This is our single largest fundraiser.  We need help getting the message out 
and letting people know about the amazing programs paid for by this campaign.  Much of the time spent 
working on this committee can be done off-campus. 

Dance Party – We’re kicking off our year of fundraising events with a brand new dance party.  Help us 
plan the party or chaperone while our kids get down and have fun!  

Halloween Carnival – A howling good time for kids and adults alike, this event comes to life when our 
families participate. Whether you have a talent for face painting, like leading crafts and manning game 
tables or just want to help out any way you can, sign up now! 

Book Fair – Become a book seller for a day or come out and help us decorate in advance of this week 
long event. 

See’s Candies – Another new fundraiser for us, we’re asking parents and students to work together to sell 
these perennial favorites just in time for the holidays.  We’ll need a crew of helpers to organize sales and 
distribution. 

Walk-a-thon – This fundraiser focuses on fitness and fun.  Students get sponsors and then walk a course 
through campus to raise money for our school. We need help organizing and publicizing the event and 
keeping track of sponsorships. 

Coin Drive – This weeklong event is always a big hit with the kids.  We need volunteers to spread the 
word and collect donations. 

Parents’ Night Out – We’re switching up our usual Friday Night Flicks so that parents can drop their kids 
off at school for dinner and a movie and then enjoy an evening out.  We’ll need help coordinating and 
chaperoning these twice yearly events.  

Open House & Art Show – This event is a big community builder for our school and we’ll need help 
coordinating and selling refreshments. 

Legendary Bingo – This fundraiser and social event rolled into one needs donations for gift baskets and 
auction items.  Help us coordinate donations, put together baskets and promote the event. 

Year End Carnival – A fun way to celebrate the year’s achievements, our year end carnival needs 
volunteers to run games, lead crafts, sell food and staff other carnival related activities.  

(continued on other side) 



GARDNER STREET SCHOOL AND FRIENDS OF GARDNER COMMITTEE 
DESCRIPTIONS (cont.) 

Charity Buzz – We’ll be working all of our entertainment, food, fashion, travel and sports connections to 
come up with awesome items for this online auction site.  Help us manage promote and manage 
donations. 

Spirit Wear – A fun and easy way to get involved.  Sell t-shirts and other items with the Gardner Street 
School logo throughout the year. 

Sponsorship/Advertising – There are so many businesses within our school boundaries. Help raise funds 
for the school by finding sponsors who will be recognized on fence banners and our website. 

Family Dinner Nights – Work with restaurants to set up profit sharing events and promote them. 

Grant Writing – Many organizations offers grants, so if you have experience writing grants or want to put 
your writing skills to the test this is the role for you. 

Community Cash – Companies like Amazon, Ralphs and Target will donate a portion of sales to our 
school just for registering a club card. We also raise funds through the collection of Box Tops and the 
coordination of Farm Fresh to You, an organic produce delivery service. Help spread the word and 
register our school with even more companies. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEES 

Room Parents – Room Parents are a highly valued, important liaison between FoG, teachers and the 
classroom parents.  This is a fun and fulfilling way to stay connected to the Gardner community. 

Stop & Drop  – We need volunteers from 7:30am - 8:20am each morning to help run our morning drop off 
program and make sure that all of our kids stay safe. Be part of a rotating crew of helpers (or be a hero 
and help all year long)!  

Yearbook – If you have an eye for graphic design or just want to help preserve memories of the school 
year, sign up now.  We need help putting the yearbook together and managing sales. 

Visual Arts Committee / Art Studio – We have an amazing Art Studio and we need your help staffing it.  
Once a week, you’ll set out the materials, consult with the teacher to support the lesson and clean up. 
We’ll also need volunteers to help prepping for our annual art show.  Have a passion for the arts and ideas 
for additional activities?  This is the committee for you! 

Garden Committee – Help keep our edible garden and campus greenery looking great.  Like cooking and 
introducing kids to new foods? We welcome your enthusiasm and new ideas you have for integrating our 
garden into the Gardner community. 

Music Committee – Come out and help make sure our Winter and Spring Music Programs run smoothly. 
We need help herding kids, handing out programs and selling refreshments. Want to help think of new 
ways to enhance and expand our music program?  Sign up now! 

Olympics Committee – Help us staff and support the Gardner Olympics, our year end celebration of 
fitness and teamwork. 

General Volunteering – Have a schedule that prevents you from making a firm commitment? Don’t like to 
organize or delegate to others but want to help out where you can? We always need an extra hand 
around campus or at events, so please sign up! 



 

 

 

PARENT VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP 

Parent volunteers are hugely important to the success of our school.  Please take a look at the different 
ways to get involved and check off one or more committees that you feel suit your interests or experience.  
You’ll be part of a larger team, so don’t worry that you will be taking it all on yourself – you will have 
support! 

*Note that items with an asterisk can mostly be worked on from home with a scheduled meeting every so 
often. 

Parent 1: __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________ Email:  _____________________________________  

Parent 2: __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________   Email: ____________________________________  

Child’s Name(s) & Room Number: 
________________________________________________________________________  

 

FUNDRAISING 

____ Annual Giving 

____ Dance Party 

____ Halloween Carnival 

____ Book Fair 

____ See’s Candies 

____ Walk-a-thon 

____ Coin Drive 

____Parents’ Night Out 

____ Open House 

____ Legendary Bingo 

____ Year End Carnival 

 

 

____ Charity Buzz 

____Spirit Wear 

____Sponsorships/Advertising  

____ Family Dinner Nights* 

____ Grant Writing* 

____ Community Cash* 

COMMUNICATIONS 

____ Room Parents* 

____ Graphic Design* 

COMMUNITY 

____ Stop & Drop 

____ Yearbook 

 

 

____ Visual Arts 
Committee/Art Studio 

____ Garden Committee 

____ Music Committee 

____ Olympics Committee 

____ General Volunteering 

 

 

 

 

  


